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TIIE  IIISTORY  OF 


HESTER  WILMOT, 


THE  NEW  GOWN. 


HESTER  WILMOT,  &c. 


HESTE.R  WILMOT,  I  ara  forry  -t® 
obferve,  bad  been  by  nature  peeviíh 
and  lazy,  íhe  would  now  and  then  fiight 
her  work,  and  when  her  mother  was  very 
unreafonable  íhe  was  too  apt  to  return  her  a 
faucy  anlwer,  but  when  íhe  became  ac~ 
quainted  with  herown  heart,  and  with  the 
fcriptuTes,  thefe  evil  tempers  were  in  a  good 
meafure  fubdued,  for  íhe  novv  learnt  to 
imitate,  not  her  violent  mother,  but  him 
who  voas  meek  and  /owly.  When  flie  was 
fcolded  for  doiítg  iU  íhe  prayed  for  grace  to 
do  better  ;  and  the  only  anfwer  íhe  made 
to  her  mother’s  charge,  “  that  religion  only 
ferved  to  make  people  lazy,r’  vvas  to  ítrive 
to  do  twice  as  much  work,  in  order  to  prove 
that  it  really  made  them  diligent..  The  only 
thmg  in  which  íhe  ventured  to  bifobey  Ler 
mother  was,  that  when  íhe  ordered  «her  to 
do  week-days  work  on  a  Sunday  Hefter 
cried,  and  laid,  “  íhe  did  not  daré  difobey 
Ood,”  but  to  íhow  that  flie  did  not  vvifti  1 0 
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fave  her  ovvn  labour,  flie  would  do  a  double 
portion  of  work  on  theSaturday  night,  and 

nie  tvvo  hours  earlier  on  the  Mondav  morn- 
mg/  J- 

Oncc  vvhen  íhe  had  worked  verv  hard, 
her  rnother  told  her  íhe  would  treat  her  with 
a  hohday  the  following  Sabbath,  and  take 

^xar  íne  Td!k  to  eat  cakes  and  dfink  ale 
at  \\  efton  fair,  vvhich  though  it  was  pro- 

^died  to  be  kept  on  the  Monday,  yet,  to 
the  thfgrace  of  the  village,  always  began 
on  the  Sunday  evening*  Rebecca,  who 
would  on  no  account  have  wafted  the-Mon- 
day,  which  was  a  workíng  day,  in  idlenefs, 
and  pleafure,  thought  íhe  had  a  very  good 
riglit  to  enjoy  herfelf  at  the  fair  on  the 
Sunday  _evenmg  as  well  as  to  take  her  chil- 
dren.  Hefter  earneftly  begged  to  be  left 
at  home,  and  her  mother  in  a  rage  went 
without  her.  A  wet  walk  and  niore  ale 
than  íhe  was  ufed  to  drink,  gave  Rebecca  a 
dangerous  fever ;  during  this  illnefs,  Hefter 
who  would  not  follow  her  to  a  fcene  of  dif- 
folute  mirth,  attended  her  night  and  day, 

and 


Tki3  praftice  ís  too  common.  It  is  mucfe  to 
Wfíhed  that  magiftrates  would  put.a  flop  to  it.as  Mr. 
Simpfon  did  at  Wefton,  at  the  requeft  of  Mrs.  fones. 
Ihere  ís  another  great  evil  worth  the  nótice  of  Tuf- 
t.ces:  ín  many  villages  during  the  fair,  ale  is  fold  at 
prwate  houfei  which  have  no  licence,  to  the  grcat 
mjury  of  fobnetj  and  good  morals.  5 


(  5  ) 

and  denied  herfelf  neceffaries  that  her  fick 
mother  might  have  comforts.  And  though 
fhe  fecretly  praved  to  God  that  this  ficknefs 
might  change  her  mother’s  heart,  yet  ílie 
never  once  reproached  her,  or  put  her  in 
mind,  that  it  was  caught  by  indulging  m  a 
finful  pleafure.  Another  Sunday  night  her 
father  told  Hefter  he  thought  íhe  had  been 
at  fchool  lóng  enough  fórhim  to  have  a  lit- 
tle  good  of  her  learning,  fo  he  defired  íhe 
v.ould  ftayathomeand  read  to  him.  Hefter 
( heerfully  ran  and  fetched  her  1  eftament. 
But  John  fell  a  laughing,  called  her  a  fool, 
and  faid,  tc  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
read  the  Teftament  to  him  when  he  was 
going  to  die,  but  at  prefent  he  muft  have 
fomething  merry.”  So  faying,  he  gave  her  a 
fong-book  whichhe  had  pickedupattheBell. 
Hefter  having  caft  her  eyes  over  it,  refufed  to 
readit,  faying,“íhe  did  not  dare  offendGod 
by  reading  what  would  hurt  her  own  foul.” 
John  called  her  a  canting  hypocrite,  and 
faid,  he  would  put  the  Teftament  in  the  íire, 
for  there  was  not  a  more  merry  girl  than 
íhe  was  before  íhe  became  religious.  Her 
mother  for  once  took  her  part,  not  becaufe 
íhe  thought  her  daughter  in  the  right,  *but 
becaufe  íhe  was  glad  of  any  pretence  to  fhew 
her  huíband  was  in  the  wrong:  thotfgh  íhe 
herfelf  would  have  abufed  Hefter  'fóí  '  the. 
fame  thing  if  John  had  taken  her 

A  3  .  '  Jtto 
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[o!m  with  a  /hocking  oath  abufed  ehem  both, 
-md  wtnt  ofi  in  a  violent  paflion.  Hefter, 
inftead  of  íaying  one  undutiful  word  againíl 
her  hther,  took  up  a  Pfalter  in  order  to 
teach  her  iittie  fifters,  but  Rebecca  was  fo 
provoked  at  her  for  not  joining  her  in  her 
abufe  of  her  huíband,  that  íhe  changed  her 
hutnour,  faíd  John  was  in  the  rignt,  ánd 
Hefter  a  perverí'e  hypocrite,  who  only  made 
religion  a  pretence  for  being  undutiful  to 
her  parents.  lfefter  bore  all  in  filence  and 
committed  her  caufe  to  him  who  júdgeth 
righteoufly.  It  would  have  been  a  great 
comfort  to  her  if  íhe  had  dared  to  go  and 
«>pen  her  heart  to  Mrs.  Crew,  and  to  have 
joined  in  ^iie  religious  excrcife  of  the  even- 
ing  at  fchool.  But  her  mother  refufed  to 
let  her,  faying,  it  would  only  harden  her 
heai  t  in  mifchief.  Hefter  faid  not  a  word, 
but  after  havíng  put  the  Jittle  ones  to  bed, 
and  hcard  them  fay  their  prayers,  out  of 
flght,  (he  went  and  fat  down  in  her  own 
litrle  loft,  and  íaid  to  herfelf,  “  it  would  be 
pleafant  to  me  to  have  taught  my  little  ftf- 
ters  to  read,  I  thought  it  was  my  duty,  for 
David  has  faid,  Come,  ye  children ,  hearken 
unto  .we,  I  'will  teach  you  ihe  fear  of  the  Lord. 
It  would  have  been  ftill  more  pleafant  to 
have  paífed  the  evening  at  fchool,  becaufe  I 
am  ftill  ignorant,  and  fitter  to  learn  than  to 
teach  )  but  I  cannot  do  either  without  fly- 

ing 
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ing  iri  the  face  of  my  mother;  ®°d.  ffe5^5 
to8night  tó  change  my  pleafant  d“[les  l",°; 
a  painful  trial.  I  give  upnty  wilt,  »»d  1 
fubmit  to  the  will  of  my  fathét ;  but  whe» 
he  orders  meto  commit  a  k.flown  iin’  ,hel. 

1  dare  .not  do.  it,  becaufe,  in  fp  doing,  - 
muft  difobev  my  father  which  ís  in  ™^en*  . 
Now  it  fo  feU  out  thát  thts  difputehappcned 
onthe  very  Sunday  next  before  Mrs.  Jom»  « 
yearly  feaft.  Ott  May-day  all  the  fAool 
attended  her  to- church,  each  tn  a  ftuffgo*" 
of  their  own  earning,  anda  capandwht  e 
apron  of  her  giving.  After  <  chuTch  there 
was  an  examination  made'  mto  the  ear“*,  ® 
and  behavíour  ,of  tbe  fchool*;  thofé  who 
wére  moft  perfe&'  in  their  chapters,  and 
brought  the  beft  charaaer  for  induftrf,  hu- 
miiity  ahd  fobriety,  recetved  a  Btble,  or 

^Notv'Hello^bad  been  a  whole  yiar  hoard- 
ing  up  her  littlé  favmgs  m  order  to  be  rra  y 
with  a  nevv  gown  on-  the  May  day  fea  • 
She  hadnever  goc  lefs  than.two  IhtUingsa 
week  by  her  fpinning,  befides  *olk“? 
the  family,  and  earntng  a  trtfle  by  oddlohs‘ 
This  money  fhe  faithfu]ly  carned  to  ber 
mother  every  Saturday  roght,  hedfing  haeh* 
by  confent,  only  twbpence  a,week  towards 
the  gown.  The  fum  wascomplete,^ 
pattern  had  long  been  fettled,  anddieft« 
had  only  on  the  Monday  momtíg  ta  gó^  W 
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ihe  Ihop,  pay  her  money,  and  brinr  hnm» 
her  gown  to  be  made.  Her  m  Z  t 
pened  to  go  out  that  morning  ear^  to  iron 
ilaid  g^n  j 'man  s  fami,y.  where  (he  ufuallv 

putfint  th/  h0/  r'WO’  a"d  Heítet  was  bt,fy 

(o  theiop.  6  m  béfofe  fte  wem 

_3  ‘hat  v,ery  Monday  tjiere  was  to  be  a 
meetmgat  the  Bell  of  all  the  idle  fellow, 

L  nef®*  Indeed  he  had  accepted  a  cha! 

&£  f1’0  Blactfmith  to  a  bateh  at  all: 

ws.  ^  ]  he  B!ackfmith  was  fluíh  of  monev 

John  thought  himfelf  the  beíl  player;  and 

th"  he  migh(  make  fure  of  winniné  8e 

knewed:°  k“P  himfelf  fober,  whS  he 

íohn  .,morf  than  the  other  would  do 
John  was  ío  ufed  to  gQ  upon  [ick  foj.d 

at  he  gotto  the  door  of  the  Bell  before 

worrf600  that  he  could  not  keeP  his 

and  he'had  'hC  gamb'er  "'ithout  money, 
l,  r  ,  T“ot  a  Penny  ln  his  Pocket  (o 
he  fullenly  turned  homewards.  He  da’red 

be  „ToPrey  n  T  "  Ífo’  38  he  knevv  he  íhou,d 
Tr,"  °  n  llke,y  tofet  a  fcratched  faee  than 

HeHer  h  d  ^  -  S  but  he  knew  that 

Hefter  had  recetved  two  íhiliings  for  her 

hamTk  S  .fp‘nninS  on  Saturday,  and  per-  • 

moPther  *  'of  3°' rT'  jave  K'ven  *' to  her 
rnother.  Of  the  hoarded  fum  he  knew 

nothmg.  He  alked  her  if  fte  could  lend 

hiin 
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hím  half-a-GrouH  and  he  would  pay  her 
next  day.  Heíler  pleafed  to  fee  him  in  good- 
humour  after  what  had,  paffed  the.night 
before,  ran  up  and  fetehed  down  her  little 
boXj  and,  in  the  joy  of  her  heart  that  he 
now  defired  fomething  ílie  could  comply 
with  without  wounding  her  confcience, 
cheerfully  poured  out  her  whole  little  ftock 
upon  the  tabie.  John  was  in  raptures  at 
the  fight  of  three  half-crowns  and  a  fixpence, 
and  eagerly  feized  it,  box  ancj  all,  together 
with  a  few  ftoarded  halfpence  at  the  bottoin, 
though  he-  had  only  alked  to  borrow  half- 
a-crown.  Nohe  but  one  whofe  heart  was 
hardened  by  a  long-  courfe  of  diunkennefs 
could  have  taken  awray  the  whole,  and  tor' 
fuch  a  purpofe.  He  told  her  foe  íhould 
certainly  have  ít  again  next  morning,  and 
indeed  intended  to  pay  it,  not  doubting  but 
he  íhould  double  the  fum.  But  John  over- 
rated  his  own  íkill  or  luck,  for  he  loft  every 
farthing  to  the  Blackfmith,  and  fneaked 
honte  before  midnight,  and  quietlv  walked 
up  to-bed.  He  was  quite  fober,  whkh 
Hefter  thought  ai  good  fign.  Next  morn- 
ing  íhe  aíked  him  in  a  very4mmble  way  for 
the  money,  which  íhe  faid  íhe  would  not 
have  done,  but  that  if  the  gown  w^s  not 
bought  diredly  it  would  not  be  re^dy  in 
time  for  the  feaft.  ‘John’s  confcience,  had 
troubled  Juxn  a  little  for  what  he  had  had 
.  *  :  A  $  r  ,  ■ ;  ,.pne, 

'•  v  / 1 
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for  wheivhe  was  not  drunk  he  was  not  ifl 
natured,  and  he  ítammered  out  a  brqken 
excufe,  but  owned  he  had  loft  the  money, 
and  had  not  a  farthing  left.  The  moment 
rteíter  faw  him  mild  and  krnd,  her  heart 
was  foftenéd,  and  íhe  begged  him  not  to 
Yex;  adding,  thatíhe  wouid  be  contented 
never  to  have  a  new  gown  as  long  as  íhe 
iived,  if  íhe  could  haVe  the  comfort  of  al- 
ways  feeing  him  come  home  as  fober  as  he 
was  laíl  night.  ForHeíter  didnot  know  that 
he  had  refraiped  from  getting  drunk,  onlv 
that  hemight  gamble  with  the  better  chance 

? :  ' >Cfr  r,  anc*  w^en  a  gameíter  keeps 

htmfelf  fober,  ít  is  not  that  he  may  pradfife 

a  yi|-tue,  but  thát  he  may  commit  a  wórfe 
crime.  “  I  am  indeed  forry  for  what  I  have 

4£  f on^  &ld  he>  “  you  cannot  go  to  the 
ieaít,  and  what  will  Madam  Jones  fay 

‘  Yes,  but  I  can,  (faid  Heíter)  for  God 
Jooks  not  at  the  gown,  but  at  the  heart,  * 
and  t  am  iure  he  fees  mine  full  c.f  gratitude 
af  hearmg  you  talk  fo  kindly ;  and  if  I 
thought  my  dear  father  would  change  his 
prefent  evil  courfes,  I  íhould  be  the  happieft 
girl  at  the  feaft  to-morrow.,,  John  wfalked  ' 
awy  mournfuHv,  and  faid  to  himfelf, 
fijrely  there  muft  be  fomething  in  religion 
hnce  ít  can  thus  change  the  heart.'  Hefter 
was  a  pert  g}rl,  and  now  íbe  is  as  mild  as 
a  lapU  She  was  an  indoleot  gir I;  and  now 
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íhe  ís  up  with  the  lark.  She  vvas  a  yam 
girl,  and  would  do  any  ,thing  for  a  new 
|ibbon  ;  and  now  íhe  is  contented  to  go.  in 
rags  to  a  feaft  at  whieh  every  one  elfe  will 
have  a  new  gown.  She  deprived  herfelf.óf 
the  gown  to  give  me  the  money,  and  yet 
this  very  girl  fo  dutiful  iri  fonié  thingswonld 
fubmit  rto  be  turned  out  of  doors  rather 
than  read  a  loofe  fong  at  my  command  or 
break  the  Sabbath.  I  do  not  underftand 
this,  there  rmuft  be  forne  myftery  in  it.,> 
All  this  he  faid  as  he  was  góing  to  work. 
In  the  evening  he  did  not  go  to  the  Bell, 
whether  it  was  >  owing.  feo  his  new  thougfats 
or  to  his  not  having  a  penny  in  his  ppcheí, 
1  will  not  take  upon  me  pofitiveíy  tn  fay, 
butlbelieveit  was  a.little  of  onoanda  Httie 
of.the  other  r 

As  the  ^pattern  <of  the  intended  gow n 
h^djong  heen  fettled  in  the  family,  and 
as*Mefter  faad  the  money  by  her,  it  was 
looked  qn  as  good  as  ;bought,  fo  that  íhe 
was  trufted  to  get  it  ;brought  home  and 
maáe  in  her  mother’s  abfence.  Indeed  fo 
litfclevdid  Rebecca  care  «about  the  fchool, 
rhat  Oie  would  not  have  cared  any  thing 
about  the  gown,  if  her  yanity  had  notmade 
her  wiíh  that  her  daughter  Ihould  be  the 
beft  dreft  qf  any ,-girl  at  the  feaft.  Being 
from  home  as  was  faid  before,  Ihe  knew 
nothing  9f  the  difappointment.  ■  On  Ma>- 
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áay  mormng,  Hefter  inítead  of  keepinff 
from  the  feaft  becaufe  íhe  had  not  a  new 

J*  meai n]r  inventing  any  excufe, 
drefíed  herfeJf  out  as  neatly  as  íhe  could 
h<lr  Poor  °ld  things,  and  went  to  join 

wl  fíh°u  Án  ?rder  to  &°  to  ch«rch. 

Whether  Hefter  had  formerIy  indulged  a 
iittle  pride  of  heart,  and  talked  of  thísgown 
rather  too  much,  I  ain  not  quite  fure,  cer- 
tam  it  is,  there  was  a  great  hue  and  crv 
made  at  feeing  Iíefter  WiÍmot,  the  neateft 
,grri,  themoft  induftrious  girl,  in  the  School, 
come  to  the  May-day  feaft  in  an  old  ftuff 
gown,  when  every  other  girl  was  fo  credita- 
bly  dreft.  Indeed  I  am  forry  to  fay,  there 
were  tw’o  or  three  much  too  fmart  for  their 
itation,  and  who  had  dizened  themfelves 
out  m  very  improper  finery  which  Mrs. 
Jones  made  them  take  off  before  her.  “  I 
mean  íhis  feaft,»  faid  íhe,  “  as  a  reward 

r  nn-n,y  and  Piety>  and  n°í  a«  a  trial 
a  •  who  cai*  he  fineft,  and  outvie  the 
reft  m  íhow.  If  1  do  not  take  care  my 
ieaft  wiil  become  an  encouragemént,  not 
to  virtue,  but  to  vanity.  I  am  fo  great  a 
iriend  to  decency  of  apparel  that  I  even 
hke  to  fee  you  deny  your  appetites  that 
you  may  be  abie  to  coihe  decently  drefled 
to  the  houfe  of  God.  To  encourage  you 
to  do  this,  I  Iike  to  fet  apart  this  one  day 
of  mnocent  pleafure  againft  which  you 

,  ,  may 
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may  be  preparing  all  the  yeár;  by  Iaying 
afide  fomething  every  week  towards  buying 
a  gowfi  out  of  your  little  favings.  But, 
let  me  tell  you,  that  meeknefs  and  an  hum~ 
bíe  fpirit'  is  of  more  value  án  the  fight  of 
God  and  good  men  ihan  the  gayeíl  cotton 
gown\  or  the  brighteft  pink  ribbon  in  the 

pariíh.”  .  , 

Mrs.  Jones,  for  all  this,  was  as  much 

furprifed  as  the  réft  at  Hefter’s  mean  garb  : 
but  fuch  is  the  power  of  a  good  charatber, 
that  íhe  gave  her  credit  fora  right  intention, 
efpecially  as  íhe  knew  the  unh?ppy  ftate  of 
the  family.  For  it  wasMrs.  Jones’s  way 
(and  itis  not  a  bad  way)  always  to  wait, 
and  enquire  into  the  truth,  before  ftie  con- 
demned  any  body  of  good  chara£ter,  though 
appeárances  were  againft  them.  ‘c  As  xvp 
cannot  judge  of  people’s  motives,  faid  fhe> 
“  we  may  from  ignoránce  often  condemn 
their  beft  a&ions,  ánd  approve  of  their 
worft.  It  will  always  be  time  enough  to 
judge  unfavourably,  anddet  us  give  others 
'  credit  as  'long  as  we  can,  snd  then  we  ín 
•our  turn  may  expeft  a  favourable  judg- 
ment  from  others.”  Hefter  was  no  more 
proud  of  what  íhe  had  done  for  her  father 
than  íhe  was  humbled  by  the  meannefs  of 
her  garb,  and  though  Betty  Stiles,  one  of 
the  girls  whofe  finery  had  becir  taken  away 

fneered,  at  hei,  Hefter  ncver  oáered  to 
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clear  herfelf  by  expofing  her  faíher,  though 
,  thou8htJt  right  fecretly  to  infonn  Mrs. 
Jones  of  what  had  paft.  When  the  ex- 
amination  of  the  girls  began^  Betty  Stiftís 
was  aíked  foine  queftions  on  tjie  fpurth  and 
nrth  comniandmeiits,  which  íhe  anfwered 
very,  weJTv  H  efter  Was  aíked  near  ly  the 
fame  queftions,  and  though  íhe  anfwéred 
them  no  better  than  Betty  had.done,  they 
were  all  furprifed  to  fee  Mrs.  Jones  rife  up 
and  give  a  handibme,Bible  to  Hefter,  whfte 
íhe  gave,  nothiug  to  Betty.  This,girl  cried 
out  rather.  pertly,  «  Madam,  it  is  verv  har'd 

wfft 1  í»aV®  Tno>  bookV-í  was  as.  perfed  as 
Hefter.  —  I  have  often  told  yon  ”  faid 
Mrs.,  Jones, ..  “  that  religion  is  not  4  jthing 
of.the  tongue  but  of  the  heart.  That  gid 
gives  me  the  beft  proof  that  íhe  hasdearned 
the  íourth  eommandment  to  good  purpofe 
who  perftfts  m  keeping  .holy  the  Sabbath- 
day,  though  commanded  to  hreak  jt  by  a 
parent  whom  flie  loves,  Ahdtthatgirl  beft 
proves,  that-íhe  keeps  the  ftfth,  who  gives 
up  her  own  comfort  and  cloathing,  and  cre- 
dit  to  honcmr  and,obey  her  father  and  mo- 
ther,  even  though  they  are  not  fuch  as  íhe 
could  wiíh.  Betty  Stiíes,  íhoug h  íhe  could 
anfwer  the  queftions  fo  readily,  went  a  nut- 
ung  Jaft  Sunday  when  íhe  fliould  have  been 
at  fchool,  and  refufed  to  nurfe  her  fick  mo- 
ther  when  Ihe  could  not  help  herfelf.,> 

Farmer 


Farmer  Hoíkins,  who  ílood  by,  whifper- 
ed  to  Mts.  Jones,  “  Well,  Madam,  now 
vou  have  convinced  even  nie  of  the  benent 
of  religious  iniíruaion,  now  L  fee  there  vs 
a  meaning  to  it.  I  thought  it  was  in  at  one 
ear  and  out  at  the  other,  and  that  a  fong 
wás  as  well  as  a  pfalm ;  but  now  I  have 
foundthe  proof  of  the  pudding  is  in  the 
eating.  1  fee  your  fcholars  muft  do  what 
thev  hear,  and  o%  what  they  learuti  Why, 
atthis  rate,  they  wiU  all  be  the  better  fer. 
vants  for  being  really  godly„  and  fo  1  wxll  ^ 

add  a  pudding  to  next  yearV  feaft. 

The  pleafure  Hefter  felt  in  receiving  a 
new  Bible,  made  hér  forget  that  íhe  had  on 
an  old  gown.  -She  walked  to  church  m  a 
thankful  frame ;  but  how  great  was  her  joy, 
when  íhé  faw,  among  a  number  of  wotking 
men,  her  own  father  going  mto  church. 
As  íhe  paft  by  him  Ihe  caft  on  him  a  look 
ofio  much  joy  and  affeaion,  that  ít  brought 
tears  into  his  eyes,  efpecially  when  hecom- 
pared  her  mean  drefs  to  that  of  the  other 
girís,  and  thought  who  had  been  the  caufe 
of  it.  John,  wHo  had  not  been  at  church 
for  fome  years,  was  deeply  ftruck  with  the 
fervice.  The  confeffion  with  which.  it  opens 
wént  to  his  heart.  He  felt  for  the  firft  time 
that  he  was  “  a  miferablé  finner,  and  that 
there  was  no  health  in  him.**  He  now  felt 
cómpunáion  fof  fin  in  general,  though  it 
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was  on!y  his  ill  behaviour  to  his  dauirhter, 
^hich  had  brought  him  to  church.  rIhe 
lerinon  was  fuch  as  ferved  to  ftrengthen  the 
ímpreílion  which  the  pravershad  made,  and 
\vhen  it  was  over,  inílead  qf  joiniiíg  thfe 
nngers  (for  the  belfry  was  the  only  part  of 
the  church  John  lilced,  becaufe  it  ufuallv 
Jed  to  the  alehoufe)  he  quietly  walked  back 
to  ms  work.  It  vvas  indeed  the  beft  days 
work  he  'ever  made.  He  could  not  get  out 
of  his  head  the  whole  day  the  firft  words  he 
had  heard  at  church.  “  When  the  wicked 
man  turneth  away  from  his  wiekednefs  and 
doth  that  which  is  lawful  and.right,  he  ffiali 
fave  lns  foul  alive.,,  At  night,  inftead  of 
going  to  the  Bell,  he  went  home,  intending 
to  3Ík  Hefter  to  forgive  hiip  ;  but  as  foon 
ashe  got  to  the  door,  he  heard  Rebecca 
ratmg  his  daughter  for  having  brought  fuch 
a  difgrace  on  the  family  as  to  be  feen  in 
that  old  rag  o f  a  gown,  and  iníifted  cín 
knowmg  what  íhe  had  done  with  the  mo- 
ney.  Hefter  tried  to  keep  the  fecret,  but 
her  mother  declared  íhe  would  turn  her  out 
of  doors  ifíhe  did  not  tell  the  truth.  Hefter 
was  at  laft  forced  to  confefs  íhe  had  giv«rr 
it  to  her  father.^  Unfortunately  for  poor 
John  ít  was  at  this  very  moment  he  opened 
the  door.  Ihe  mother  novv  divided  her 
fury  between  her  guilty  hufband  and  her 
mnocent  child,  till  from  words  íhe  fell  to 

blows. 


blows.  John  defehded  his  danghter,  and 
received  fome  of  the  ftrokes  intended  for 
the  poor  girl.  This  turbulent  fcene  partiy  put 
John’s  good  refolution  to  flight,  though  the 
patience  of  Hefter.did  him  almoft  as  much 
good  as  the  fermon  he  had  heard.  At  length 
the  poor  girl  efcaped  up  ftairs  not  a  littie 
bruifed,  and  a  fcene  of  much  vioience  paffed 
between  John  -and  Rebecca.  She  declared 
íhe  would  not  fit  down  to  fupper  with  fuch 
a  brute,  and  fet  off  to  a  neighbocur’s  houfe, 
that  íhe  might  have  the  pleafure  of  ábufing 
him  the  longer.  John,  whofe  mind  was 
much  difturbed,  went  up  ftairs  without  his. 
fupper.  As  he  was  pafling  by  Hefter*s  littie 
roóm  he  heard  her  voke,  and  as  he  con- 
cluded  íhe  was  venting  bitter  compiaints 
againft  her  unnatural  parents,.he  ftopped  to 
liílen,  refolving  to  go  in  and  comfort  her. 
He  ftopped>at  the  door,  for  by  the  light  of 
the  moon  he  faw  her  kheeling  by  her  bed* 
fide,  and  praying  fo  eameftly  that  íhe  did 
not  hcar  him.  As  he  made  fure  fhe  could 
be  praying  for  nothing  but  his  death, 
what  was  his  furprife  to  hear  thefe  words : 

O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon:  my  dear  fa- 
ther  and  mother,  teach  me  to  love  them,  to 
pray  for  them,  and  to  do  them  good,  make 
me  more  dutiful  and  more  patient,  that, 
adorning  the  doflrine  of  God  my  Saviour, 
I  may  recommend  his  holy  religion,  and  my 

dear 
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dear  parcnts  may  be  brought  to  Iove  and 
fear  thee.”  ■■■  )* 

Poor  John,  who  would_  never  have  beei» 
hard-hearted-  if  he  had  nót  been  a  drunk|. 
ard,  couLd  not  ftand  this,  he  fell  down  on. . 
his  knees,  embraced  his  child,  and  begged 
her  to  teach  him  how  to  prayv  ffe  prayed 
himfelf  as  well  as  he  coutd,  and  thoúgh  he 
did  not  know  what  words  to  ’ufe,  yet  hhi 
heart  was  melted  $  he  owned  he  was  a.'  fi-ní 
-  nér,  and  begged  Heíler  to  fetch  the^prayéw 
book  and  read  over  the  confefficMi'  with  „ 
which  he  .  had  been  fo  ílruck  at  .churclu 
This  was  the  pleafenteift  order  ihe.had  ever 
obey ed.,  Seeing.  him  deeply  aífeéled  witb  a 
fenfe  of.  íin,  ihe  pointed  out.to  him  the  Sa*  ' 
viouf  of  finneis :  .  and  in  this  manner  ffie 
pafl;  fome  hours  with  her  fatherj  which(were 
the  happieft  of  her  •  íife  fuch  a  night  ■  was 
worth  a  hundred  cotton  or  even  filk  gowns..  _ 
In  th|e  courfe  of  the  week  Hefter  read  over 
the  confeffion, .  and  fome  other  prayers,  tó 
her  father,  fo  -often  that  he  vgotvthem  by 
heart,  and  repeated  them  while-.he  was  at ' 
work.  And  at  length  he  took  courage  to  , 
kneel  down  and  pray-.before  he  went  >to 
bed.  From  that  tiine  he  bore  his  wife’a  iil 
temper  much  better  than  he  had  ever-donej 
and  as  he  knew  her  to  be  neat  ^nd  notable^ 
and  faving,  he;  began  to  think,  that  if  her 
temper  was  not  quite  íb.  bad>  hi&home  mig.hr 
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ílill  become  as  pleafant  a  place  to  hiín  as 
eyer  the  Bell  had  been  :  but  unlefs  lhe  be- 
came  mpre  traáabie  he  did  not  know  what 
to  do  with  his  long  evenings  after  the  Uttlé 
ones  were  in  bed,  for  he  began  dnce  moré 
to  delight  in  playing  with  them.  Heiter 
propofed  that  íhe  íhould  teach  him  to  read 
an  hour  éverv  night,  and  he  confented.  Re* 
becca  began  to  ítofm  from  the  meTe  tnck 
(he  had  got  of  ftoríning ;  but  finding  that  he 
now  brought  homc  all  his  earnings}  and 
thai  íhe  got  both  his  money  and  his  com- 
pany  (for  íhe  had  once  loved  him)  ihe  began 
to  reconcile  herfelf  to  this  new  way  oflífei 
In  á  few  months  john  could  read  a  pja!tt$.. 
inlearning  to  read  it  hé  alfogot  it  by  hearti 
and  this  proved  a  little  ftore  for  pnvate  de. 
votion,  and  whiie  hé  was  mowing  he  G°h*“' 
catt  to  mind  a  text  to  cheer  his  labour*  He 
now  went  conftantly  to  church,  and  ofteft 
dropped  in  at  the  fchool  on  a  Sunday  evenr  . 
ing  to  hear  their  prayersr  He  exprefléd  lo 
much  pleafure  ar  this,  thar  ©ne  day  Hefter 
ventured  to  a&  him  if  they  íhould  ftt  up 
family  prayer  at  home.  John  faid  he  íhould 
lifceit  mightily,  but  as  he  could  not  yet 
read  quite  wett  enough,  he  defired  Heíter 
to  try  to  get  a  proper  book  and  bégin  next 
Sunday  night.  Hefter  had  bougbrjf  a  pi* 
ous  hawker  for  threepence  the  Book  ot 
Prayers,  printed  for  the  Cheap ;Répontory * 
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4>  aud  42,  Long-Lane, 
Welt-Smithfield,  London. 

When  Heííer  read'  the  exhortation  at  the 
peginning  of  this  little  book,  her  mother, 
who  iat  m  the  corner,  and  pretended  to  be 
afleep,  was  fo  much  ftruck  that  íhe  could 
»ot  find  a  word  to  fay  againft  it.  For  a  few 
mgnts  índeed  íhe  continued  to  fit  ftill,  or 
pretended  to  rock  the  young  chiid  while  her 
nulband  and  daughter  were  hneelinff  at  their 

m-u  Shr  expeaed  j°hn  would  have 
,  íC0lded  her  for  this,  and  fo  perverfe  was 
*VTper’  that  íhe  Wiis  difappointed  at 
his  findmg  no  fault  with  her.  Seeing  at  laft 
that  he  was  very  patient,  and  that  though 
heprayedferVently  himfelf  he  fuffered  her 
to  do  as  íhe  liked,  íhe  loíl  the  fpirit  of  op- 
pofition  for  want  of  fomething  to  provoke 

y' ,  Al her  pnde  began  to  be  fubdued,  fome 
mtle  diípofmon  to  piety  was  awakened  in 
her  heart.  By  degrees  ihejid  down  on  her 
knees,  though  at  firft  it  was  behind  the  cra- 
die^or  the  docfc^orin  fome  corner,  wherefiie 
thought  they  would  not  fee  her.  Hefter  re- 
joiced  even  in  this  outward  change  of  her 
mother,  and  prayed  that  God  would  at  laft  be 

thatfof  heSrher  “  he  had  d°ne 

J°hn  now/Pe"t  no  idle  money.  he  had 
thl  1  T  j,  tnHJ  by  workii>g'over  hours, 
,hu  he  klndly  offered  to  Hefter  to  make  up 

the 
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the  lofs  of  her  gown.  Inftead  of  aceepting 
it,  Hefter  told  hitn  that  as  íhe  herfelf  was 
young  and  healthy,  íhe  íhotild  fbon  be  able 
to  clothe  herfelf  out  of  her  own  Ihvingá, 
and  begged  him  to  make  her  méther  a  pre»- 
fent  of  this  gown,  whkh  he  dtd.  It  had 
been  a  maxim  of  Rebeccá  that  it  was  bettéf 
not  to  go  to  church  at  alí  than  to  go  in  an 
old  gown.  She,  haá  however,  fo  far  con- 
qtiered  this  evil  notion,  that  íhe  had  íatély 
gone  pretty  often.  This  kindnefs  of  thé 
gown  touched  her  not  a  little,  atid  thefirft 
Sunday  íhe  put  it  on,  Mr.  Simpfbn  happen» 
ed  to  preach  from  this  text,  “  God  refiftetH 
the  proud,  but  giveth  grace  to  the  humble.,, 
This  fermon  fo  affefted  Rebecca  that  fhe 
never  once  thought  fhe  had  her  new  gown 
on,  till  íhe  came  tó  take  it  off  when  fhe 
wefit  to  bed,  and  that  very  night,  inftead 
of  íkulking  behind,  fhe  knelt  down  by  her 
huíband. 

There  was  one  thing  funk  deep  in  Re- 
becca’s  mind,  <he  had  obferved,  that  fince 
her  huíband  had  grown  religious  he  had 
been  fo  careful  not  to  give  her  any  offence, 
that  he  was  become  fcrupuloufly  clean,  tóok 
off  his  dirty  íhoes  beforehe  fat  down,  and 
was  very  cautious  not  to  fpill  a  drop  of  beer 
on  her  fhining  table.  Now  •  it  was  rather 
remarkable,  that  as  John  grew  more  neat 
Rebecca  grew  more  indifferent  to  neatnefs. 

But 
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But.both  thefe  changes  afofe  from  the  fame 
paufé,  the  growth  of  religion  in  theirhearts. 
John  grew  cleanly  from  the  fear  of  giving 
pain  tOf  his  wife*  while  Rebecca  grew  in- 
different  from  having  difcovered  the  íin  and 
yanity  of  an  pver  anxious  care  about  trl- 
fles.  . 

Hefter  continpes  to  grow  in  grace,  and 
in  knowledge.  Laft  Chriftmas-day  lhe  war 
appojated  án  under  teacher  in  the  fchool, 
and  many  pegple  think  that  fome  years  hénce 
if  any  thing  mould  happen  to  Mrs.  Crew, 
Hefter  may  be  proraoted  to  be  head  mif- 
trefs. 

Z. 
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The  Two  Wealthy  Farmers,  7  Parts,  Price  7 d 
Two  Shoe-makers,  5  Parts  -  -  5, 

Shepherd  of  Sáli(bury  Plain,  2  Parts  -  z 
Hiftory  of  Tom  White  the  Poftillioiv  2  Parts 
Hiftory  of  Mary  Wpod  the  Houfe-maid  1 
Hiftóry  of  Charles  Jfones  the  Foot-man  1 

Beggarly  Boy  ^  -  -  -  -  1 

*'  Goód  Mother’s  Legac y  -  -  1 

Hiftory  of  John  Doyle  -  «  1 

Two  Soldiers  -  -  -  -  1 

Life  of  William  Baker  -  -  1 

The  Gamefter,  and  the  Story  of  Sinful  Sally  1 
Thé  Pilgrims,  an  Allegory  -  1 

Parley  the  Porfer,  ,an  Allegory  -  1 

Path  ro  Riches  and  Happineís  -  1 

New  Thoughts  for  the  New  Year  -  1 

Divine  Model  -  -  1 

TheShip-wreclc,&ExecutionofWild  Robert  1 
The  Wife  Reformed  —  -  1 

Hiftory  of  Mr.  Fantan  -  -  -  1 

Lancafhire  Collier  Girl  -  '  -  1 

The  Cottage  Cook  -  -  -  1 

Hiftory  of  Hefter  Wilmot  -  -  -  -  1 

Sorrowful  Sam  -  -  -  j 

The  General  Refurreélion  -  .  oh 

The  Two  Sifters  -  ..  ,  -  oh 

The  Happy  Waterman  -  -  -  oh 

Huíbandry  Moralized  -  -  -  ch 

The  Carpcnter  -  «■  -  Dh 

The  Apprentice’s  Monitor  -  •-  -  oh' 

The  Horfe  Race  -  -  .  ' ,  «*  •  oh 

The  Dram  Shop  -  -v  oh 


